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Synopsis

With the same wit and sensitivity that have come to characterize her highly praised and beloved
novels "Animal Dreams" and "The Bean Trees, " Barbara Kingsolver gives us a rich and emotionally
resonant collection of twelve stories. Spreading her memorable characters over landscapes ranging
from Northern California to the hills of eastern Kentucky and the Caribbean island of St. Lucia,
Kingsolver tells stories of hope, momentary joy, and powerful endurance. In every setting,
Kingsolver s distinctive voice at times comic, but often heartrending rings true as she explores the
twin themes of family ties and the life choices one must ultimately make alone. "Homeland and

Other Stories" creates a world of love and possibility that readers will want to take as their own."
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Customer Reviews

Rose-Johnny is the shining star in this awesome collection of short stories. It deals with many
different small-town prejudices, and the outrage at the 11 year-old level that little Georgeann feels.
My favorite story, from a humor standpoint, is Blueprints. Although it is not a funny story per se, the
comments and thoughts that Lydia makes about Whitman’s friends are hilarious. These friends are
so concerned about Mother Nature and the environment, but haven’t bothered to visit them once
they moved out of the evil city into the foothills. These same friends insist that fertilized eggs are
better for you than unfertilized eggs (show me the scientific evidence), and name their children after
vegetables. | am sure these guys look at you wrong if you don’t buy organic coffee beans from

Guatemala. | think Barbara Kingsolver has little tolerance for those nature-type-wanna-be’s (here,



here).All these and the rest of the stories are beautifully crafted, with many reflections on nature.

Wonderful book, not to be missed.

Kingsolver, who has never written anything that hasn’t awed me, manages to capture much of the
very essence of the human existence in our culturally and socially backward world (and country).
These stories, however, are not nearly as powerful and earth-moving for me as her novels (Prodigal
Summer, Poisonwood Bible, Pigs in Heaven, etc..)This is a collection of short stories that each deal
with the frustrations that average people face in their desire to lead normal, quiet, decent lives.
Frequently her personages are "different’ in some way and their frustrations are compounded in
economic, social, cultural and sometimes just personal ways. And the power of persistence, love,
and respect is frequently what combats those frustrations. None of these stories are loud and angry,
none are suspenseful or thrilling, but each is softly, powerfully moving and thought provoking.!
respond to Kingsolver because she presents her characters in ways that pull in the reader, leaving
the reader as an ally, quietly rooting for the protagonist. | always recommend Kingsolver to other

readers because she can enlighten you without you even knowing it!

"Homeland and Other Stories" showcases Barbara Kingsolver's remarkable ear for heartland
speech as well as her talent for painting the every day struggles of people through exquisite but
understated detail. Kingsolver never falls into melodrama nor does she show disrespect for her

characters. This is a beautiful and powerful collection.

"Homeland and Other Stories" showcases Barbara Kingsolver's remarkable ear for heartland
speech as well as her talent for painting the every day struggles of people through exquisite but
understated detail. Kingsolver never falls into melodrama nor does she show disrespect for her

characters. This is a beautiful and powerful collection.

A lovely collection of stories, as is to be expected of Barbara Kingsolver’s fiction. The characters are
rich and dynamic, and the stories are so well developed that | wish each one was a full-length novel.

Well worth the read-

Homeland and other stories is a wonderful collection of extremely well-written short stories!
Exploring the themes of family and nature, Barbara Kingsolver opens our eyes to different points of

view, and shows us new ways of looking at old points of view. Kingsolver is, in short, a genius! The



masterpiece of this collection is Rose-Johnny, a story about a very masculine woman and the little
girl who befriends her, and the price paid for truly being "different" in American Society. Other great

stories are: Homeland, Stone Dreams, and Quality Time. Read this book, make your soul grow.

Lovers whose relationship nearly founders when a new environment changes both partners in ways
neither expects. A woman working in a "man’s job" (mining) who suffers the consequences of a
strike in ways no man possibly could. A seemingly pleasant neighbor who abuses an elderly lady’s
trust, but doesn’t see his own actions in that light. In each of these 12 short stories, Barbara
Kingsolver draws her characters clearly and says something worth remembering about life, love,
and human nature. Not every writer can handle this format and the novel equally well, but
Kingsolver’s touch is as deft here as in her much longer works. Especially good reading for those

nights when you don’t want (or can’t afford) to be kept up by a book you can’t put down!

The BEST story is Homeland. Poetic. Beautiful writing that BK is known for, wonderful story and
characters that stay with you long after. The stories that followed | could not hear her voice; they

were common. | love this author, this is early work yes, but get this just for the first story. Its perfect.
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